
 
 
Below are the questions and discussion points presented by Randi McGinn during our webinar on 4/8/20 entitled “The 
10 Things You Want to Know From Post Covid-19 Jurors.” There are more than 10 questions included and condensed 
into FIVE AREAS OF INQUIRY WITH JURORS.  
 
#1 What effect the pandemic had on the JUROR 
 
How many of you were asked to stay home or shelter in place?    
  Did you do so or continue some of your regular activities?  
 
What things did you do or buy to prepare for being quarantined?             
  What do you wish you could have done or could have had that you did or could not do?     
 
Of the preventative measures that were recommended, which, if any, do you think went too far: 
  --staying home 
  --limiting to groups of 5 people 
  --staying 6 feet away 
  --wearing masks 
  --shutting down businesses 
 
How many of you experienced fear during the crisis? 
 What were you afraid of?  
  Has that fear gone away or are you still afraid?  
 
What did you learn or take away from the recent COVID-19 crisis?  
 
#2 What effect the pandemic had on the COMMUNITY 
 
How many of you believe it brought out the best in the people in your community?  
  --examples 
 
How many of believe it brought out the worst in the people in your community?  
  --examples 
 
OR 
 
Which way do you lean:   Some people think the pandemic brought out the best in people others think it brought out the 
worst:     Which way do you lean?   
   Tell me why? 
 
#3 What effect the pandemic had on the ECONOMY 
 
How many of you feel that the damage to the American economy was justified by the threats posed by the coronavirus? 



 
How many of you feel that the damage to the American economy was not justified by the threats posed by the 
coronavirus and that we lost too much trying to save a small percentage of our population? 
  
 
#4 What effect the pandemic had on their view of the GOVERNMENT 
 
Lean question:   Some people say there were things that the government could have done to prevent or protect against 
unnecessary infection or deaths from COVID-19 other people say this was an unavoidable act of God and there was 
nothing that could have been done to prevent or protect people from this disease.     Which way do you lean? 
  Why?   
 
How many of you believe the government efforts were a complete waste of time and money because whatever happens 
is fated to happen?  
 
#5 What effect the pandemic had on their view of DOCTORS (and other medical professionals)  
 
How has the pandemic affected or changed your view of:  
   --nurses 
   --doctors 
   --hospitals  
 
Because of what we can all agree were heroic efforts on the part of some medical providers during this pandemic and 
the gratitude you feel, how many of you could never find against any nurse, doctor or hospital in a medical malpractice 
case?  
 
-Do you know if all medical providers and hospitals stepped up during this crisis or whether there were some who 
decided not to help and stayed home?  
 
--It judging the conduct of the health care providers in this case, does their response to the pandemic matter to you in 
whether you give them a pass for malpractice they committed before this crisis?  
 Why or why not?  
 
 
Lean question:    We have all lived all through the very trying times that confronted us during the coronavirus. The fear 
that we have as lawyers representing an individual injured through medical neglect is that some of you might be 
tempted to excuse the conduct of a doctor for injuring someone. Some might say they were on the front lines during the 
coronavirus outbreak. They were there to help. Let’s cut them a break. After all, they were there to help. 
  
Others might say the injured person (or decedent) never gets a break – that when the medical provider negligently 
caused an injury, the patient was forced to live with this (injury) for the rest of their life.  
  
Which way are you leaning? 
  
The following line is so important at this time: 
  
We are not saying that the doctors are bad people. We are not even saying they are bad doctors.  In fact, we are saying 
they are good doctors. All we are saying is that on one day, at one time there was negligence – and that negligence 



caused injury. Your verdict in favor of the plaintiff doesn’t mean the doctor is a bad person, or a bad doctor.  All it means 
is that you recognize that on one day at one time there was carelessness – there was negligence. And that caused injury. 
 
Misc: 
Damages 
 
Essential vs. non-essential people 
 -was your job deemed essential or non-essential in the pandemic 
  
How has the pandemic affected or changed your view of:  
   --the value of ordinary working folks in your community 
 
 


